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Introduction & Objective

The fourth session of the memorial observance took the form of a specialized Online
Reading Session. Organized by the School of Education, NSOU, the session targeted a primary
literary extraction and critical contextual interpretation of the iconic historic speeches delivered

by Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee across his legendary administrative and public career.




Welcome Address

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM with the
introductory Welcome Address by Prof. Debi Prosad
Nag Chowdhury, Director, SoE, NSOU. He addressed
the absolute necessity of accessing foundational text
and original archives to ensure authentic research
practices within open education platforms.

Introducing the Theme

The structural layout and baseline parameters of the
reading session were systematically explained by Shri
Prabir Naskar, Assistant Professor and Convener,
School of Education, NSOU, who contextualized how
textual translations preserve the philosophical spirit of
archival documents.

Plenary Lecture

The main segment was delivered by the designated Resource Person, Smt. Sarbari Baksi,
Associate Professor, School of Education, NSOU. Smt. Baksi led an exceptional text-based reading

session titled "FIPIM TAGR Facafow, ANae a3 [ame e 49 $3 ISIT T SRFAM” . She

systematically presented translated excerpts of Dr. Mukherjee's historic addresses, providing
detailed insights into his strategic thoughts on nationalist policies, academic independence, social
security, and constitutional responsibilities.

Smt. Bakshi highlighted his multidimensional contributions as an educationist, social reformer,
patriot, and statesman through references to his original
writings and speeches. She emphasized his educational
philosophy, particularly his advocacy of mother tongue-
based education as the foundation and cultural
development. As the youngest Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Calcutta, Dr. Mukherjee introduced
Bengali as a medium of instruction, encouraged
research in Bengali, and invited Rabindranath Tagore to
deliver the convocation address in Bengali.

Smt. Bakshi also discussed his vision of integrating Eastern cultural values with Western
scientific knowledge, his humanitarian efforts during the Bengal Famine through the Bengal Relief




Fund, his work for refugee rehabilitation, and his commitment to national integration and social
reconstruction.
Dr. Mukherjee protested against the inclusion of the whole of Bengal in Pakistan. He stated:
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He wrote a letter to Viceroy Mountbatten regarding the partition of Bengal and the determination
of the border:
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The lecture further examined Dr. Mukherjee’s political foresight and nationalist ideals, particularly
his opposition to the inclusion of the whole of Bengal in Pakistan, his advocacy for the creation of
West Bengal, and his strong stand against the Nehru—Liaquat Agreement to safeguard minority
rights. Smt. Bakshi highlighted his belief in constructive parliamentary democracy, protection of
civil liberties, and the role of a responsible opposition. She also discussed his opposition to Article
370, his 1953 protest against the permit system for entering Jammu and Kashmir, and his
subsequent mysterious death in custody, describing it as a significant event in Indian history.
Concluding the lecture, she paid tribute to Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee on the occasion of his
125th Birth Anniversary, remembering his enduring legacy with honour and reverence.

Vote of Thanks

The session formally closed following a detailed Vote of Thanks proposed by Smt. Rakhi
Bhattacharyya, Assistant Professor, School of Education, NSOU, recognizing the administrative
staff, technical infrastructure teams, and the highly engaged scholarly audience.
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